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RELIABILITY OF SURVEY CONCERNING DELUSION OF POSSESSION. AND
CHARACTERISTICS OF DELUSION OF POSSESSION

Junzo IIDA
Department of Psychiatry, Nara Medical University
Received May 29, 1989

Summary : 1 studied the reliability of surveys concerning delusion of possession and
characteristics of delusion of possession. The subjects were psychiatric patients who did
not suffer from any organic mental disorders such as dementia, nor from any substance use
disorders.

The results were :

(1) The reliability of surveys concerning delusion of possession was examined in a
test-retest fashion by a pair of psychiatrists and the reliability was very high such as Cohen
K was 0.83 or 0.93. At the same time the scores of the Brief Psychiatric Rating Scale by
the two raters were found to be highly correlated for most of the rating items.

(2) As to the longitudinal change of delusion of possession, 78.9 % of all cases did not
change.

(3) The possession group was significantly more likely to have such delusions as refer-
ences and love which were related to suggestibility than the non-possession group.

(4) The possession group was significantly more likely to have such pathological experi-
ences as auditory hallucinations, depersonalizations and passivity experiences than the
non-possession group. .

(5) As to the development of delusion of possession of schizophrenia, at first patients
began to suffer from auditory hallucinations which commanded them, then from such ego
disturbance as passivity experiences and depersonalizations and at the same time delusion
of references and grandeur, and at last suffered from delusion of possession.

(6) As to delusion of possession of schizophrenia, chief personality was not clearly
distinguished from possession personality.

Index Terms

delusion of possession, reliability of survey, characteristics
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Table 2. Longitudinal change of delusion of possession

1982 1988

(1;\?3? Present Past | Content Present Past | Content
1 - + Human - + Human
2 + + Spirit — + Spirit
3 - + Spirit — + Spirit
4 - + Evil Spirit - + Evil Spirit
5 + + Evil Spirit - + Evil Spirit
6 + + Spirit — + Spirit
7 - + God - + God
8 - + Fox — + Fox
9 + + . Unknown - - Nothing
10 — + Unknown - - Nothing
11 - + Human = + Human
12 - + Fox + + Fox
13 - + God + + God
14 - + God - + God
15 - + God - + God
16 - + | God - + | God
17 - + God - + God
18 - + God - + Owl
19 - + Mcher — = Nothing
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Table 3. Inter-rater reliability of survey concerning
delusion of possession

(I,‘\?;e 1st Interviewer 2nd Interviewer
1 Human Human
2 Spirit Spirit
3 Evil Spirit Evil Spirit
4 Spirit Spirit
5 Evil Spirit Evil Spirit
6 Spirit Spirit
7 God God
8 Fox Fox
9 Nothing Nothing
10 Nothing Nothing
11 Human Nothing
12 Fox Fox
13 God God
14 God God
15 God God
16 God God
17 God God
18 Owl Owl
19 Nothing Nothing
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Table 4. Inter-rater reliability of BPRS(1)

Item Coefficient of correlation P
Somatic concern 677 * %
Anxiety .546 *
Emotional withdrawal .567 *
Conceptual disorganization 749 * %k
Guilt feelings .278 NS
Tension .278 ' NS
Mannerism and posturing .839 * %k %
Grandiosity .954 * % %
Depressive mood .703 * %k ok
Hostility .666 * %
Suspiciousness .693 * %
Hallucinatory behavior 783 * %k %
Motor retardation .265 NS
Uncooperativeness .059 NS
Unusual thought content .684 * %
Blunted affect 749 * %k %
Excitement 747 * % ok
Disorientation — —

*P<0.05 **%P<0.01 =% *%xP<0.001

Table 5. Background of the cases in 1988 survey

No. of Cases

40

Sex

Male 20 ‘Female 20

Age

38.4+12.2

Duration of hospitalization

18.7+10.2 (Months)

Duration of disease

10.9+ 8.2 (Years)

No. of hospitalization

3.0+ 2.2

Diagnosis (DSM III-R)

Schizophrenia : 37, Others: 3
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Table 7. Inter-rater reliability of BPRS(2)

Item Coefficient of correlation P
Somatic concern 769 * k%
Anxiety .663 * %
Emotional withdrawal 421 *
Conceptual disorganization .668 * %
Guilt feelings 841 * %k ok
‘Tension .426 *
Mannerism and posturing : L7197 * % ok
Grandiosity 921 * %k %k
Depressive mood .686 * %
Hostility .692 * %
Suspiciousness .703 * %k ok
Hallucinatory behavior .813 * %k %
Motor retardation 314 NS
Uncooperativeness .597 *
Unusual thought content 734 * % %
Blunted affect .787 * %k
Excitement 718 % % %
Disorientation — —

*P<0.05 **P<0.01 =% %P<0.001

Table 8. Comparison of possession group and non-possession group about other delusion

Contents of delusion POSS‘E;SZIZIS%’TOUD Non-po(s;eisé'g;l group P
Persecution 21 4 13 *
Reference 21 6 * k%
Observation 7 1 *
Persuit 6 1 *
Poisoning 4 2 NS
Hypochondriacal 8 4 NS
Sin and guilt 1 0 NS
Poverty 1 0 NS
Grandeur 10 1 * %
“ Abstammung ” 2 0 NS
Love 10 0 * %k
Total 91 28

*P<0.05 % %xP<0.01 = **%xP<0.001
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4.082, df=1, p<0.05), HKREMR (x*=9.164, df =
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Table 9. Comparison of possession group and non-possession group about other pathological

experiences
Possession group Non-possession group P
(N=28) (N=28)

Visual hallucination 6 0 * %
Auditory hallucination 27 13 * % k
Cenestopathy 8 1 *
Passivity experience 21 1 * %k %
Depersonalization 24 4 * % %
Personality change 2 0 NS

*p<0.05 * *xP<0.01 **P<0.001

Table 10. Goodness or badness of delusion of possession

Contents of possession Good | Bad Neither good nor bad Total
God 4 3 4 11
Sﬁirit 1 1 4
Evil spirit 0 2 0 2
Human 0 0 3 3
Fox 0 2 1 3
Buddha 0 0 1 1
Unknown 0 0 1 1
Mother 1 0 0 1
Owl 0 0 1 1
Ancestor 0 0 1 1
Total 6 8 14 28




REEFAEC KT 5 BEEORR L BEERORIROWT

BROB TREERCERT 50, BREEHIESEC
WEAD L CninnwC EREET B0, EHILENICH
A4 ORI B I ABE R 0 B3E 1029 6% R ITIRK
EReBET5RELTY, UTo X5 mmRsHeEL
7210, B, JRKEE & JEIRIKREE O LB T, R, T-ER
DR, FER, BEHNTREEEZNEDLRT, 5,
HEWEDBEDHE THERDOENRD bhl.
BEKEEXET 2 BEORFHEIOWT, KEFI0H
LI ESE P EOLHIR S W EREL TV, F

EZEORETIE, FELHIEL TB#-ERE o1

FHECEL TREMT2READPHHEOHBIRELY
BKFHICL <, #e, fE (B, Feal) LHARK
TREKBED S 0o 7o, EIBREKABCBIL T, ok
%<, RTE, A, ¥k, (LAOETH k. HiR

PR B L TR TRIKEES D I I TH 2 o e

B TIEREC= 2 OFENRKLES THEE L
bhte., DlEomBwcinzg T, &Lk BIRE» -
7o Z Lk, BRERHBERN 20.7 % L BRCERD b iz
ZLTHhBH. MOBENCLERTHEFCHCHERT
b, BELOLFOTFRLEZNEBLESDOTH-
e L bER I ORKERFAEEROBEM 2B
THELENRDD LE %, SEOWRET - .
BHEETIEIC IS TR, AR, WEEEg,
R AEE O RIERIC O\ T, FER B Tt
Bz bhTWBb b bd, WROENTHS
NEFEMIER O WEH LB L CEEEOREN B T i

bhb X ikolenil, ZFAERL>THHTHS.

[f— D BE DIER T\ TIIEHRIER CA—3
B+az iy, BROBHETLIELIERDORS. 20D
FRELT, 5 20ERNPEZLNTWED, 1 DA-—
HOERE, BHRESECTHY, ThIIPERERFOR
RBIBRT AT~ TH 5. F20BERE, RASEkT
HY, THhIIFEBREORTF AL TH 5L, L ET
THHEERASR I D, BisbERVBERET 5 R—
HTHH. EIOERRI, HEHRSHMTHY, RENRRR
HEMET 5 DR HERVHBET AT —HKTH 5.
%4 0BERIE, EESEHT, ThIFA—ofFHcounT
Fh a5 HENR I B DDA~ THS. H5
DERIZ, BESBTHS. ZhEA—DHEELE LD
hieBaie, ERE L THITT 2 KERFEBZ L - T
Bitd L CHRTAR—KTHS.

BEEERAE TR THREIE, FREORRARE
S T\Wieh, REOEMOATNEI Z LI h R
TS HB T B FRENA D 5. i LEZILRKER
LLCHNTAERERLUTO I > EE LK. Bb, B

(311)

EZEHEN [EEICHETFLRN TS| &R~k
DEERREKEENFELEL TV 5 XML, fFAKRRL
ORI E EFE BEFBRN L .

LR oBERIZ X B O A—BUIFTET B AFHE O F
YA BRET 501\ OhDHENRBER I TV 5.
58 1 RSB (XA — O BB I B OBRE 0 K L
TEHET 5 ETHSD. ZOHETRFEZECELbh
BERIIFE—TH B0, HEHRHER X ORI S #HE
HIha F2edho L bBELEEEREELELD
NTWABERBREND S, ZhIXA—DEEZ O\,
BEROFESE H—E ORFEIERE % 35\ T GBI mEEH
L, TOBICFFELHETAFETHS. COHETIX
AR DOFFEDAR—HDORRA & e 5 TRCOERSHEAT
BAEMAD D, Licdi- CHERREC X 2EEEY S
FhiE, ZoFEBEIEETESbDOLE 2 5.

LEEE Y, EROCEEERLCERAREKCLSE
HEXHREL, FREOBEIBARAO—BELELFIK

 Z&ATE S Cohen ® kREE Ao, ZORKE, A

ETHIBRAELC R VTH ThZLh Cohen @ k FREIX
0.83, 0.93 L ™m\WMEZRRL, BREEFRECEHEDSS
IERLI. ¥FSEORKEEAE CHREKEMLE
RIL30%TH D, BiED SKEEICE T HRAERERE L 13E
FEROFER 2B 1.

Wiz, BEEERE L L2355 LN BE T
\"C, BPRS Zf\WCHHli LEFEEMEBEE 2HREL
7c. BPRS iIEMH&G L E L, Ebirhlioks
MIER & TREHECEE L FHERE L LTHEETH
D, BREBBVTHEE L TBEMOARERR E LB
RTEA IR TS, LR 5 G525 & RIGREE
DEEERHRICHERRIC X 2 FEEHEBEEXHREL T
WhHH, Thicksd, At O, SR RE
REDEBVEWHBEERL, BE FERFAEEOEE N
EVHBIRR L CTuie. ZORBRIZEESOFE LY
ML Tk Y, BPRS ofEE ORI ¥R T L AR
EHLMOPHIiE L LTOBBEEOEIEZRLTWS L
Wz k5.

¥, BHIBEKEROMMWELRELEKD S
HEZEL., BRERBCOWTEORD Shitho e
FEFIL 78.9 % TH b, BALDOFRD b N ITERNETREIY >
LIREKRER L LI Licd o2 2 fIFRD bt BIK
EROEHTD bhicoiy, FEFHEERIIHAED
KIHEREAGBROERCER S h L ORNEREZERL
X5 LT, TMAPIBRVTWSIEREE T\ ieERED
BRI DB & & S IR & —EDIERER BT
BB TE B X IiRolel &b [EREWTH - .



(312) 1 H

RIS T oo te] LHEIL, BREOBRMIC 4%
TEVR/RNIEZ LRV IEE LTS, ThIEERBOD
BT Lo, SEAREOBREKERISEREDORT
HRERTE S TED W BRSTHAEZ O b D%
WEWSIHELET LD THS.

FEF 18 D X 5 CiRIENBLN#LL 7 7 v Y RE(L
TEEBITIE, Rk ) BIEIORERIC TG SO LIEEN S
ZBLTREKERYELTWT, BERSIIECERR
SEREMTH -1, HHEIMNARICERN T 7 vy
BRI BTV BORENTT 7 B ¥ 2RWT 5 L
Lic LT b, 2 EBRER» b =B E Ll
LicKREMER LTV B EE X bR 5. ,

BERABCZELDORD bhic - EF TS, BEE
BRHBET 5RNCE < OFERAHEL, TRREKE
b ORPEBRIC NS LB HERT HEABED D
hi-.

BEEMREMOER L OBFEIL VT, BIEKFLHE
BEBEOHE D, BEHIFECEZLOERLYEL,
FICBIRERS, BAEE DEZMENBREHTEIRAD
S, FERRBEK SRR R O\ RS T
BLRTWERRTWBA, BIR, #FA, AETEMELH
BREOME LBIEL T\ 5 L HEIh 5.

Fte, SEOREDKER, BEEREETHEBEISL
 DFIBREE LT\ 5 ERE LM T, i
KHE, 1FARGBER, BARBSADLI. FEIGS
PHEDLIREL S MER 2FRD b

BEREBORBHRBEZROPR & LT, FHEDX
Janet & Ey oFEHBIHOTIE» LBREKRBOER S
ToT5b. T, AGPRIEABCBREABIRAL T
WSRBEEBENCES L, NEHBMRERENEELT-
T35, 8%, 9% 1 B CRBEAKIIEAKDOHN
MiTEAL L, LIBERLIBITE L ED. ROTIEAKRR
BROBECTEREES VB L, EAKOPRRICBREA
BOREM IS, oA CREKEENEET S, &5
CHETTHE, =728 —EREBHROBRYEL, TA
B & BAR AR O PIEFEER 23R LIRIK AR 2 EBIR
BT ABME RS, BRMCBIABRERYETHI L
5.

BEORE LIEHIARORKERL, ARE#RY
E45b0A 7L, EAEORIMICIRIKARERZEL T
5HDOHRLEEED LI, FleEEOTHECIIENSHN
WOBEEMRORIBRE, EPFSMoOLIEBED
TEABBRIMARR O BREENEH L o), R
BIREMEPHEAZERIHEAL, 2 oORNERCERS
RNTREEBRCERL TV OBEXRD bhi. 208

g =

ELHFROBIKRER TIIE AR & IBER AR T X B
ERTELTERAL o T,

Yap* 2 BEIZOWTHUTO X Sl RT\n5b, DF
DRIk &1 [Self ] D—TH B Mel OEFE Bl{bic
XoTRZBREBTHS. Tihbb Self (AT &, IE
HEERNTEARKE Me (EABLSO ABEMET, fib
FE0ANKOERE L OHE—LE OBIRIE RS TETE D
D) MHEHILoTWD., LR ERTCEEABRRTE
HEE-TED, Me RTRABLLTEARDDS LIT
M—IhTwa., LZABRBRERRICE T, ek
RS R RN EES X OEERRR T, Ch
LD Me DO—RA—RERNTHRHI H 5 \VITEECEBRL
THILeEARICECREL, HEREORKAKL
o T, ZORMEFTBLE S EAKE AR5 T
LE>5., ZhnBKREBTHBE Yap TR T\ 5.

SEDOFHECIBREKABNBEIC L - TFENRD D
THBH, B OTHBLEFEN. BREETI
BELOL W2 T L B/RKEERL, A2 ARM
SRIBDBEEBXFILTELLR TS, ThIXEY
EXAMIER S 258 THY, MARSARCEEY
E2B5ETHBLENIELHCHKRT S, BHEFICE
VT EARIHAC AHEI X ABRE TR CE
AZEBGVRZRIC L - CFEIRTWDHEEL, BER
FRINIEENRS D, BB rN S RET
i, WohicARALD SIS SHEI B O AR
ThBHEL, BYRKELTOBRELSOXRIFT S0
BETHB EARNT 5.

SEORETILLT LS EED X 5 infER Tixiad
ofe. PFRLBIBWTHFEN LD O D HIITER
P30bHYD, DL VOIXTEN LD OTLHEH LD
DTHRNEVI DD TH o, O TRBETITIREK
NBETRP NI AACE RS 250, FHENTH DI
B Ih T\ e, SEoREERTRIZDOL S
TR R DI I TET VB DOREEHE 2 B0
3 Liia\o.

R#, SEHOBECREKESRAE EEEOR I N
TFHEh, BEEEEE L LD LBRENALKBRE
D20 B EBDBENRBZ DB LM E ot EICR]
EOFRETEL R L (REKERHAROL T
175 T, BEABCRERE O, X b isigett
DWTHFULERTHD LEELLNS.

BREAHNBEECBEL T, EEOEKREROTFEY
BHDEBZDDDTH -7y, FBRED - LI
EORECTLSEORELCE VT, THRENLEZDOE
BEBCK ST IR h o e BIBNEN S S BD b



BEEAALIC R 5 EEREORE L IREERORKHIZOWT (313)

ZETHB., ToEEELT, ETEREOACEEKE
BEWOERVEHICRWcD, ThicBlT5EMEY A
B 2T, BREBCVRVERELLRS. KIC
BEUOERE L TP HEEN, BREERED

ERIEBRNCEBRE RS, BRESZMHEL T,

BEOANSEBRBCRSDRS Z ERNEN DT
LRBTHNRD. ZORDEABRE I OWEREKERE
RENLADTHD, BEEHIBEREE TR L
ThHHEBVHELTHS. L, L ORKERLR
PLTELY, FSHORECREEREZBEL T3
BE ML S OFREREBE L TWH T ERH LML
ot Ehb, BREEMRORERIIEEORBKELL
HZEELEELLDTEESH D, BB L TiRniti
WHEBITREERTHB EE2DR

i

FREMEBHEE L hEEENEE R OBNESEE Y
REREERCE T 5 /ELT VWL TOBREE .

1. BREEEAEOEERZBRBRECI VERF L
BR, BUVWiTeEHEEE G hic. AT
TRIERE RS & Lic BPRS D&ZAEBIROWT S, EL
FEEEEEE G .

2. RERIZMER L CHREABTELORD bhish
STHEBNE 78.9 % THBH. BALORD bR FESITIL,
FOROBER & & IBREKBREBTET HIEMNNS B
b,

3. BKEHEETHEER, s oEBEEPEL
TW5., FHIcBIRERCREER e SRR L BIE T 5
ERBREED b, \

4. BEEBERTHHEER, @V%<@ﬁ%ﬁ&%
BALTED, LI, FAER BEARLSRD
i,

5. RBHSZERIC R 5 BREEROREICOWTL,
WAEOLIBRCIAE b, FARBRSHAR S0 BEE
EREREL LY, RARCBEREESHEAZRNHEL,
% ORPWERICER I W TREEHICEREL T LB
BRRD LI, FEAR LBREARTHEECX L
T\t o .

6. BEABRCE W TRBFZTEHIATH2L 5k
BEIT L - TFENTH BRI TH 5 D051
BT, THENLLOTHENIRDOTERWE
ENRELBD LRI

B

MER 25 iEs, MRS, HEEE - o318
RO DRBEBLET. & & bIEABRBELE - 758

2 A BB HEERBEB 72 b O EFBE L THEK
BCREBLET. SORBIEE, MEEEREEL
TRRESXHEFHEBDBER L L, REAERELMT

BEoBRERLET
X 73
D BiFEE: BAORE b 0. KR, WK, pl2,
1972.
2) YIBEES : EAMEEBES %, HEER XX
p 266, 1969.

3) RHIL : E. _ry ol BIK L ELREB oW H
AEFHESE 300 122, 1984

4) PIRBER: : IURFHTER. BRI, R, p37
1902.

5) FREIERS : ROVBURAERSERICE T Bigst.
14: 286, 1915.

6) ANthZ, MAKEX, ABEE: Do/ W=
BEA 7. FEPRRERE. 42: 1, 1938.

7) EFERE  WNEC BT AR, WE, BEROE
BEYOCEEDOERr=F, 15+ VRORYIC
BELT. FEMEREE. 44: 40, 1940.

8) FEEE : (LT OB E I oWT. BHESF 1:
83, 1959.

9) RMIEE : iR E D 2 4l MRBWHES 12: 1145,
1983.

10) FEERE, BEFER @ FFFoRM, R ORBHRE
SRS, KRR 21: 971, 1979.

1D BIRF : LR BRI L7 1RERI. ERIRE®
R 12: 1433, 1983.

12) SEFRR=, INEEE, AEEK : RREERELICEREE
BHex7) -0 146l BREMES 16: 181, 1987

13) BEX LV, =AFEH, &HETF  BRlizTFAi
DRIHIRRERRO 16l FEMESE 29: 203, 1987

14) NHE, SpHFEE  WERTCS CORKRELE
L7c 2 fEGI. FEMEESE 31: 279, 1989.

15) FEFIEL, SRISTEB, KR : HEHERB R
DT, FEMREEE. T1: 188, 1969.

16) EREER, BEEER, BIIMEX  HRE 0 2 EF
ZoWT—Z ORBMEEN, REENEE BHE
2 17: 243, 1975.

17) BARBEE : BRERE— BB HEZOBRR 5.
FEARRE RS 81 999, 1979.

18) BEfRERZ : MR BT 5 ZHEEORRME
BIeoWT. FE#ERE. 80: 669, 1979

19) Iida, J.: The current situation in regard to the



(314) 1 H

delusion of possession in Japan. Jpn. J. Psychiatr.
Neurol. 43: 19, 1989.

20) SEWE : BHCET 5 BREHRS: HEOBHESET:
224, 1984.

21) detdfERl, & 1F : BRiE R X RS EYE A E s
BLMERZWEEOFEERERE. BHEX
28 : 41, 1986.

22) Cohen, J.:
nominal scales. Educ. Psychol. Measure 20 : 37,
1960.

23) The American Psychiatric Association : Diagnos-

A coefficient of agreement for

tic and statistical manual of mental disorders.
(Third edition-revised) Washington, D. C. 1987.

24) KEFNE, BAPE : BRERBOBIR. BRBHES
8:1009, 1979.

=} =

25) AeAHER] : REEERAE O HEiw & EB. R, X
=, p26, 1988.

26) Aetif&Rl, ETiEEER, MILE, PIBEW: xv 2 2
7 x — F K%K Brief Psychiatric Rating Scale
(BPRS) 0BHRBREHE. BME4EHRE 32: 1,
1985.

27) WEHE : mFTREMES. I, X, p26, 1978.

28) FREFIE— : BRIKRBOREHRERNER. N5 6:
115, 1950.

29) AIGEUF : RIKEER OB REEN 2 b et
ALK FEFRPGE. REFMEEE. 75: 169, 1973.
30) Yap, P. M.: The possession syndrome—a com-
parison of Hong Kong and French findings. J.

Men. Sci. 106 : 114, 1960.



