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Abstract : The types and the incidence of the mechanism, the immediate and under-
lying causes of death were studied in 503 consecutive autopsy cases. The mechanisms of
death were classified as respiratory failure (223 cases), combined organ failure (122 cases),
circulatory failure (89 cases), hepatic failure (31 cases), central nervous failure (24 cases),
renal failure (6 cases) and unknown (8 cases). To interpret the mechanism of death, the
autopsy findings were satisfactory in approximately half of the .cases, thuogh additional
functional estimation was necessary in the remaining cases. In cases of respiratory failure,
pneumonia and pulmonary involvement of carcinomas were the common immediate causes
of death, and lung cancer was the most common underlying cause of death. In cases of
combined organ failure, spreading of carcinomas in various organs was the most common
immediate cause of death, and carcinomas of stomach, lung and pancreas were the common
underlying causes of death. The cases of circulatory failure were further divided into heart
failure and peripheral circulatory failure. Mpyocardial infarction was the most commn
cause of death, immediate as well as underlying, in heart failure. In peripheral circuratory
failuré, hemorrhage and sepsis were the common immediate causes of death, and car-
cinomas of the liver and stomach were the common underlying causes of death in peripheral
circuratory failure. In cases of hepatic failure, hepatic involvement of carcinomas was the
most common immediate and underlying cause of death. In cases of central nervous
failure, cerebral hemorrhage was the most common cause of death, both immediate and
underlying. The cases of renal failure were too few for analysis.
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Table 1. The number of cases of the mechanism of

death
Respiratory failure 223
Combined organ failure 122
Circulatory failure 89
Hepatic failure 31
Central nervous failure 24
Renal failure 6
Unknown 8

503

Table 2. The number of cases of the immediate
cause of death

Inflammatory diseases 155
Involvement of carcinomas in various organs 136
Carcinoma + Others 66
(Inflammations, Liver cirrhosis etc.)

Hemorrhage 46
Cardiac diseases 32
Others 68

503
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Table 3. The number of cases of the nuderlying
cause of death

Carcinoma of lung 121
Carcinoma of stomach 51
Carcinoma of liver 35
Leukemia 28
Carcinoma of pancreas 20
Myocardial infarction 20
Carcinoma of biliary tract 19
Carcinoma of colon 18
Diffuse interstitial pneumonia 17
Malignant lymphoma 16
Emphysema, Bronchiectasia 15
Cerebral hemorrhage or infarction 14
Other neoplastic diseases 43
Other non-neoplastic diseases 81

503

Table 4. The number of cases of interpretability of
the mechanism of death by autopsy findings

The mechanism of death can be interpreted by

1. Autopsy findings only 261
2. Autopsy findings with functional entimation 229
3. unable to interpret 13

503
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Table 6. The number of cases of interpretability of the mechanism of death by autopsy findings

Mechanism of | Respiratory Combined Heart Peripheral Hepatic Central Renal
death failure organ failure circulatory failure nervous failure
Inter- failure failure failure
pretability* (223 cases) (122 cases) (35 cases) (54 cases) (31 cases) (24 cases) (6 cases)
1 143(64.1%*) 38(31.2) 13(37.1) 32(59.3) 14(45.2) 18(75.00 3(50.0)
2 80(35.9) 83(68.0) 22(62.9) 20(37.0) 17(54.8) 4(16.7) 3(50.0)
3 1€0.8) 23.7D 2(8.3)

* . The mechanism of death can be interpreted by
1. Autopsy findings only
2. Autopsy findings with functional estimation
3. Unable to intepret

**+ | Percent of the each mechanism of death
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