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A CASE OF GALLBLADDER TORSION
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Abstract . A case of torsion of the gallbladder is reported. A 74-year-old woman
presented with a complaint of sudden right hypochondralgia. Physical examination on
admission revealed a distended abdomen with nausea, vomiting and fever. The patient was
not jaundiced and her spine was kyphotic. A sonogram showed gangrenous cholecystitis
with a gallbladder stone. We administered antibiotics, however her general condition did
not improve.  On the 7th day of hospitalization an operation was performed. At surgery,
an enlarged necrotic gallbladder was found which had rotated 360° in a clockwise direction.
Cholecystectomy was carried out with an uneventful postoperative recovery. Kyphosis and
the gallbladder stone have been suggested as predisposing causes of torsion in addition to
floating gallbladder. When torsion of the gallbladder is suspected, early laparotomy is
mandatory.
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Table 1. Laboratory evaluation revealed a high
white cell count at 22850/mm? and a minor
elevation of BUN

laboratory data on admission

Hb 11.3 g/dl LDH = 3931U/1
Ht 33.4% T.bil 1.2mg/dl
RBC  347x10*/mm® LAP 531U/1
WBC  22850/mm®  Ch-E  0.60 ApH
Plt 19.2X10*/mm® y-GTP 101U/l
ZTT 7.9KU TP 7.3g/dl
TTT 1.1KU Alb 4.2g/dl
T. chol 170 mg/dl BUN 41 mg/dl
ALP 204 1U/1 Creat 0.7 mg/dl
GOT 2710/1 Na 135 mEq/1
GPT 231U/1 K 3.9mEq/1

B A (f34)

CERIEE TH - o, [EIHEFWRTR T3, BEREY
IZfEA LT b sonolucent layer 7 L IZiFH—Ic)E
EL T\, Af==2—Ti}, BEAar—ERDk. BE
BEROBEOIRE XL, TOMBEHR Ticr- Tk
(Plate 1.

ABEBREE - ABERS, KAOBEROKRR &L, FEFN
CPZ % 4 g/d #5735 bR 1L, T, AEHME
a3 X OVHEBE A 4 HelE L 7o, BB E PR © b UE
DHEMEAH L DI o feied, BARERC X 3&AMEL
IRMEIEEES & W LR 345 6 A 4 BICF i jifT Li.

FMETR | FE EESHEFMC CBEL, HEL
SRCBEHEXL TR BRABEFERCH - Tl
BT IHIEE D HHFFIE & BAS L T s b RERHERTT 11T 360
Efix L T\ (Plate 2).

R L (Plate 3), IMEEEXHFIROHIEE LI &
A, FRE NG T, HEEEEELTWDHORT
B0\ oW B IFEREET D - 7o (Plate 4). AFESIRAE %
X OMEERRZES OB WIC CRREERHIAT 2 JE1T L fe.

FHERART R | BRI RAT R & A U < BREBZECRF
IRER & T B LT BRI TH - 7-(Plate 5). B
ERIIE3ecmX5cm O E ) L EVRIEAE S 1 ERD .
MR e R EEER TEEG Y E L T\ (Plate
6).

Plate 1. Gallbladder ultrasound showing distended gallbladder with wall thickening and a

gallbladder stone.
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Plate 2. Gangrenous and enlarged gellbladder with a counterclockwise torsion of 360° around
the cystic duct.

Plate 3. The gallbladder rotated back.
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Plate 4. Gallbladder is completely detached from liver and suspended only by narrow
mesentery containing only the cystic duct.

Plate 5. Photograph showing the short attachment of the gallbladder to the liver.
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Plate 6. Gross specimen after resection. Gangrenous and edematous gallbladder with a stone.
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